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Abstract 
The Cloud is promising orders of magnitude savings in time to market for integrated circuits, owing 
to CPU elasticity. However, practical limitations still mandate a selective approach to the product 
design flow and the business models have yet to be fully defined by vendors. The economic equation 
of designing in the cloud is challenging. In addition, design houses, IDMs and OEM customers have to 
decide to what extent they want to rely on Cloud service providers to maintain the confidentiality of 
their IP or SOC databases and honor export control requirements, in a context where such concerns 
are increasingly relevant in EDA vendor and IC supplier selection. This keynote will explore those 
topics based on ST’s own experience and trials.  
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